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Abstract: The article gives explanation how the process of conceptualization could be the 
principal aspect of categorization of a concept. Language, proceeding from its resources, 
verbalizes this experience only in part. Many differences in the semantic volumes of concepts are 
determined by one or another socio-cultural context, and socio-cultural stereotypes become 
"cognitive guidelines" of the category. 


Key words: Concept, verbalization, category, conceptualization, categorisation, mental, 
cognitive, phenomena, linguocognitive. 


Conceptualization process is a fundamental cognitive process that forms a cognitive picture of 
the world. Linguistic meanings as linguistic phenomena, correlated with specific concepts allow 
us to explore the results of cognition of the phenomena of the surrounding reality. 
Conceptualization aims at "singling out meaningful units of human experience - structures of 
knowledge"'. Russian philosopher S.A. Alekseev in his article “The Concept and the Word” 
calls “a mental formation that replaces an indefinite set of objects of the same kind for us in the 
process of thought”, a concept defines it as a means of cognizing the surrounding reality.” 


In cognitive linguistics, the main direction in which the concept is studied is semantic-cognitive 
(E.S. Kubryakova, N.N. Boldyrev, Z.D. Popova, A.P. Babushkin, LA. Sternin, etc.), which 
considers linguistic means as a material for studying the content of concepts, with subsequent 
appeal to the national conceptual sphere. As N.N. Boldyrev and other researchers, the concept 
acts as a unit of knowledge, the result of human knowledge* or a cognitive scheme that allows 
organizing or structuring the information received" part of a fragment of the world’, 


According to E.S. Kubryakova, the concept is defined as a mental operational unit, allocated in 
the cognitive consciousness in the process of mental activity® or, as S.A. Pesin defines, the 
concept is a mental image of reality mediated by the subject’. 


G.G. Slyshkin considers the concept as an element of the consciousness of a person who is in a 
certain social environment includes a socio-cultural component, which implies the presence in 
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the content of the concept of an indication of one or another social value associated with it®. The 
processes of comprehension of reality depend on the emotional and evaluative meaning that the 
subject attaches to the task set within a specific context with the presence or absence of other 
members of society in it’. This state emphasizes the conditionality of the processes of 
conceptualization and categorization by the social component that characterizes a person's 
perception of himself, another and society as a whole'’. The concept as a mental unit can find its 
expression in the language through various linguistic means, thereby forming a linguistic picture 
of the world. In this regard, the concept is a linguocognitive phenomenon. The set of lexical units 
that verbalize the concept constitutes its nominative field. The analysis of lexical meanings that 
make up the nominative field of language units allows us to explore the content of a linguo- 
cognitive phenomenon and reconstruct the cognitive features of a phenomenon or object of 
reality. Accordingly, meaning is the key to understanding conceptual structures. At the same 
time, according to Z.D. Popova, it should be noted that it is "the concept that determines the 
semantics of the linguistic means used to express it" or imposes its meanings on new linguistic 
forms that have not been used before''. Meanings are mobile and change at the conceptual level 
for extra-linguistic and intra-linguistic reasons'. Kolmogorova A.V. understands meaning as “a 
structure of consciousness that allows a person to connect in a single interaction an object of the 
surrounding world and a linguistic sign”'*. The value considered according to LA. Sternin, as 
knowledge about an object or phenomenon of the world, expressed through this and fixed by a 
material shell '* or, according to V.V. Levitsky, as experimental knowledge about speech and 
non-speech situations of the possible use of the word', conveys only some semantic components 
of the concept, expressing its “communicatively relevant part”!°, In various communication 
situations different semantic components or conceptual (cognitive) features are realized, which 
are distinguished on the basis of the generalization of the meanings of the lexemes of the 
nominative field of the linguo-cognitive phenomenon that are close in content to the semantic 
components. Conceptual (cognitive) features as units of meaning can also be represented by 
separate word meanings or meaning elements. Modeling of a linguocognitive phenomenon is 
based on the reconstruction of its cognitive (conceptual) features as reflecting one or another 
fragment of the external world. In the process of ordering and generalization of cognitive 
features at a higher level of abstraction, classification features of a linguocognitive phenomenon 
are formed. The classification feature is interpreted as defining one or another "parameter of the 
categorization of the corresponding object, phenomenon and generalizing the homogeneous 
cognitive features of the concept"!”, as well as determining the essential features underlying the 
category'®., The set of verbalized cognitive features is an ordered structure (field structure), in 
which the core, near, far and extreme periphery are distinguished, differing in the degree of 
frequency (brightness index) of the use of certain cognitive features. In modeling the field 
structure of the linguocognitive phenomena are, the corresponding technique of LA. Sternin” 
which allows to determine the most relevant and important features of the phenomenon under 
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study. The internal organization of the concept includes informational and interpretive content, 
as well as the primary sensory image resulting from the knowledge of a fragment of reality by 
the senses, which is one of the main ways of concept formation”’. When constructing a model of 
a linguocognitive phenomenon, central cognitive features or features of the near/far periphery 
can include both figurative and informational and interpretive components. Within the 
framework of the semantic-cognitive approach in the study of concepts, their various types are 
distinguished, classified on the basis of different grounds. Classification A.P. Babushkina is 
based on the seme analysis of the word, which determines the type of concept: a mental picture 
(the presence of a figurative seme), a scheme (the presence of a spatial seme), a frame (an 
archiseme in the design of lexico-semantic groups), a script (the presence of a seme of 
movement, dynamics), a kaleidoscopic (a set of seme), (image, development, space) and 
logically constructed (lack of image seme) concepts”. The basis of the typology can also be the 
degree of abstractness of the content, belonging to a specific national community. N.N. Boldyrev 
distinguishes between types of concepts based on their content and functions. Thematic concepts 
are considered as the result of the accumulation of knowledge in relation to the cognition of the 
surrounding reality, and operational ones as mental units, the creation of which is due to various 
cognitive mechanisms (conceptual metaphor and metonymy, focusing, perspectivization, etc.)”. 
Scientists also distinguish between conceptually simple (image, scheme, representation, concept, 
prototype) and conceptually complex formats of knowledge (frame, script, proposition, gestalt, 
cognitive matrix). Content typology distributes concepts according to the relevant thematic 
areas or areas of use (individual, household, professional)” . The concept can act as a single 
cognitive context or area that provides an understanding of the meaning of the word, and, 
according to the theory of R. Laneker, manifests itself as the accumulated mental experience of 
the cognizing subject”. Language, proceeding from its resources, verbalizes this experience only 
in part. Many differences in the semantic volumes of concepts are determined by one or another 
socio-cultural context, and socio-cultural stereotypes become "cognitive guidelines" of the 
category”° Yu.D.Apresyan thinks natural languages demonstrate the specifics of the perception 
and conceptualization of the world by the people’, being the repository of his experience”. 
Conceptualization is the basis of categorization, allowing generalization of acquired knowledge 
based on similar characteristics. Concepts and categories, being mental structures, are 
inextricably linked with each other. Cognitive linguistics is aimed at studying language as a 
cognitive ability of consciousness, at the manifestation of cognition through language, 
considered as the processes of collecting and understanding the information received about the 
surrounding reality. A number of 
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Chernigovskaya, A.P. Chudinov and others. Various aspects of categorization were studied by 
such scientists as M.V. Shamanova who developed a comprehensive methodology for studying 
the communicative category. D.B. Kumakhova singled out the evaluative categorization of 
reality in the proverbial picture of the world, L.S. Abrosimova described the processes of word- 
formation categorization, M.N. Konnova studied temporal categorization, I.Yu. Bezukladova 
reflected on the categorization of space, E.V. Dzyuba analyzed the features of the linguo- 
cognitive categorization of reality in the Russian linguistic consciousness, Z.A. Manzullina 
compared gender stereotypes in their linguistic categorization. According to E.S. Kubryakova, 
cognitive linguistics allows you to explore the language in all its various relationships with 
human thought and cognitive processes, processes of conceptualization and categorization. One 
of the ways of forming a cognitive picture of the human world, indicating the processes of 
cognition, displaying objective reality in the human mind, is categorization or thought processes 
of recognition, characterized by cognition by analogy, building cause-and-effect relationships 
between the phenomena of the surrounding world, perceived as a structured whole, comparing 
not always “for the purposes of cognitive economy”. 
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